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Genesis 4:1-26

“By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained 
witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.” 

Hebrews 11:4
“For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one another. Not 
as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because 

his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous.” I John 3:11, 12
“Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain,.” Jude 1:11

1. Cain brought the wrong offering
“And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto 
the LORD. And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the 
LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering: But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. 
And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell” (Genesis 4:3-5). 

2. Cain’s offering revealed his wrong heart
“And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of 
the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy 
sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth 
to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou 
return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou 
return” (Genesis 3:17-19). “Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD” (4:3).

3. Cain refused to acknowledge his “mistake” 
“And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell” (4:5).

4. Cain rejected the only remedy
“And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? If thou 
doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And Cain 
went out from the presence of the LORD, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of 
Eden” (4:6, 7a, 16).

5. Cain persecuted the righteous 
“And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain 
rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him” (4:8). “For this is the message that ye heard from the 
beginning, that we should love one another. Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his 
brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous” (I 
John 3:11, 12). “He that hateth me hateth my Father also. If I had not done among them the works 
which none other man did, they had not had sin: but now have they both seen and hated both me and 
my Father. But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They 
hated me without a cause” (John 15:23-25). 

6. Cain produced a wicked progeny
“And Lamech said unto his wives, Adah and Zillah, Hear my voice; ye wives of Lamech, hearken 
unto my speech: for I have slain a man to my wounding, and a young man to my hurt. If Cain shall be 
avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold” (4:23, 24).




